





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








—— 


“wr LOVS HIM, BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED Us.” 





THOMAS GROSS, EDITOR. 





VOL. 1] 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 1824, 


[NO. 52. 








MATTHEW, V CHAP. 8 VERSE. 
: e 
“ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.” 


The sermon of our Saviour onthe Mount, 
is, deservedly, had in univers ud admiration. 
It not only contains all the cuties of piety 
towards Cod, and the various duties we 
owe to men 3 but points out all the bless- 
ings inseparable from both. _at is an epi- 
come of every virtue and of every enjoy- 
ment. It affords instruction, suited to eve- 
rv circumstance and conditio in life, with 
ail the motives and excitements to virtue 
and holy living. ‘The consideration of the 
holiness of its author, adds dignity to the 
discourse, by which it claim@ the praise 
and obedience of rational creatures. 

‘The text is an important particular, in 
that all important compendium ; * Bi essed 
are the pure in heart, for they shail sce 
God.” : ’ 

In exhibiting the excellency of this pas- 
save to the best advantage, we will consider, 

1. pureness of heart. 

2. That the pure in bea* are blest at 
pi cecni. a” 

s. The add 
when they shall see God. 

1. What we must understand by pure- 


ifional enjoyment in future, 


ness of heart. ; oo 
It means an upright intention ; a desire 


to know our duty, with a determination to 
do that duty. It comprehends strict hon- 
esty in all our intercourse with men, and 
pureness of motives in all those duties, 
which immediately respect our Creator.— 
It is a compliance with our Saviour s gold- 
en rule, “ whatsoever ye would, that men 
should do unto you, do ye even the saine 
to them, for this isthe law and the proph- 
ets.” It supposes a disposition, 1n“Us, un- 
friendly to every thing, which is a violation 
of the holy anti good law of the Deity ; and 
a prevailing disposition to love God su- 
remely, and our neighbor as ourselves. 

Thus, a temper or exercise of heart, in- 
clining us to fear God and keep his com- 
mandments ; and to love man and do good 
so far as we have ability and opportunity ; 
is that, which may be denominated pureness 


of heart. 








a 


2. Thatthe pure in heart are blest at 
present. 

‘The phraseology of the text is full in 
proof cf this point. 

“ Blessed are the purc in heart.” The 
divine constitution, by which virtue and 
happiness are inseparable, is another preof 
of the proposition, Virtue and happiness, 
equally with vice and misery, are insepara- 
ble companions; because, “ in keeping the 
commands there is great reward.” 

It is a great mistake of some, that virtue 
is never rewarded in this }i.e; that heaven, 
only, isthe state where the reward is real- 
ized, 

We grant that complete felicity is not en- 
joyed on earth, and that { -aven, only, is 
the state where such enjoyment is realized; 
yet every person,whohas had any acquain- 
tance with virtue, has lilewise tasted the 
reward, ‘The serenity of miad and peace 
of conscience ; the self-justification and 
joy consequential on virtu>, are a sure in- 
dication that virtue has a present reward 3 
the pure in heart are blest here, in the exer- 
cise of virtue. 

Wesxegd of those. ic “yreioice with 
joy unspeakable and tall of clery :’’ of those 
likewise, who “ go on their. way rejoicing;” 
and of those, who have the * peace of God, 
which passes all understanding.” These, 
aud almost innumerable other instances,are 
a full proof of the present happiness of eve- 
ry mea, who fears God and keeps his com- 
mandments. 

The blessedness of the pure in heart, in 
this life, is their support in adversity and 
in the hour of death ; tasting the felicities 
of heaven by way of prelibation, mer of 
faith and hope are satisfied, that, in heaven, 
their enjoyment will be complete ; that their 
faith,will be swallowed up in vision and their 
hope in fruition. But this is anticipating 
our third particular. 

3. ‘The additional enjoyment, in future, 
when the pure in heart shall see God. 

The idea, of greater happiness in heav- 
en, than is every enjoyed in this life, is fa- 
miliar to all men who have any just notion 
of happiness or heaven, and has been ac- 
knowledged by some of the most eminent 
in virtue. 
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The promise, that the pure in heart shall, 
see God, is all that is difficult to be under- 


stood. 

We will, ther, 

1. Shew what we must understand by 
seeing God. 

2. Thet our supreme felicity consists in 
that sight. 

1. What we must understand by secing 
God. 

The sight of God ought ever to be dis- 
tinguished from the sight of objects by our 
fleshly eyes. God was never seen In this 
manner. “ No man hath seen Gol at any 
time,” by his bodily eyes. “ Whom no 
man hath seen or ever car see and live.” 
1 Tim. vi. 16. 

But yet there isa scripture sense, in whic’ 
God is seen both in this and the coming 
state. The latter of these is that sight, 
which is the most emphatical wud on which 
the greatest stress is laid. We will describe 
both. First, the sight of God in this lite. 
God is said to be seen in his works. 

The invisible things of God, from the 
creation cf the world, are clearly scen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead, &. Rom. 
i. 20. ‘The idea is this; that rational crea- 
tures, from the works of Creation, come to 
the knowledge of a supreme Being; and 
this knowledge, in scripture, is called sight. 
The works of providence have a similar ef- 
fectin bringing men to the knowledge or 
sight of God. The scriptures are such a 
source of instruction, that they help to this 
sight or discovery. 

We are said to see God by faith; conse- 
quently to trust in him and wait patiently 
for the accomplishment of all his promises. 

Thus in the works of creation, of provi- 
dence, in the scriptures and by faith, we 
have the knowledge or sight of God, in this 
life. These all have their use in opening 


js 2m vision and full fruition of God Fis ns ; 
plica’Me in this case. pitied 

{t is, perhaps, impossible for any man to 
know the mode of existence in a futur 
state ; bot that the knowledge and nae: 
quent enjoyment of the pure in heart, in a 
future world, is far greater than in this im- 
perfec: state, is abundantly declared in the 
sacred y citings. To be with Christ in glo- 
ry, was considered, by Paul, to be far pref- 
erable to a continuance in this life. The 
reason was evident; for then perfection 
would take place of imperfection ; knowl. 
edge or sight would then be perfect instead 
of that which pow is imperfect ; and the 
freedom from all sin and temptation to sin; 
together with a confirmation in bliss with. 
out alley ; declares the blessedness of that 
State, where the things, which God has 
prepared for them that love him; exceed 
whatever the eye hath seen or the ear hear- 
ed, orthat hath entered into the heart of 
man to conceive. Hence, 

_ 2. We see, that our supreme felicity con- 
sists in, or is connected with, that sight. 

Af the knowledge or sight of God int glory, 
will far excec 1 our highest attainments here; 
the btiss or felicity, then to be enjoyed, will 
be proportionably greater. Hence believers 
in heavenly glory, have endured the great- 
est aflliction ; suffered the greatest reproach 
with the loss of all worldly things : have 
suffered pain, shame and death itself, and 
have exercised faith and hope in the most 
trying scenes, and patience in the cruclest 
torments. Why was this? because, in ’ 
heaven they knew they had a_ better and 
enduring substance ; that their impertec- 
tions would cease ; their miseries come to 
an end, and tl cir felicity be complete and 
endiiss. ‘Thus, while the pure in heart 
are blessed at present, and are measurably 
happy in a small discovery of God ; yet 
their hope and expectation are alive to this 
truth ; that when that which is perfect, is 





our understandings as tothe important 
sight or discovery of the Deity. 

From hence we conclude, that the heath- 
en nations, who are not favored with the 
scriptures, havé, notwithstanding, a knowl- 
edge or sight of God, though not so clearly 
and fully as those, to whom the oracles of 
God are committed. 

Secondly. The sight of God in the com- 
ing state or heaven of glory. 

Paul, to the Corinthians, 1st epistle, xiii, 
12, says, for now we see through a glass 
darkiy ; but then face to face: now I know 
in part : but then shall I know even as al- 


come, Which is in heaven ; then that which 
is in part, shall be done away.—EpiTor. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
Ist of Timothy, 4th Chapter. 

It is a selfevident fact that what is there 
spoken, is no way applicable to the people 
called Universalists: And it is equally as 
evident to whom it is applicable ; and if 
Paul had called the papists by name the 
case would not have been plainer, or more 
certain—for they have forbidden to marry 
and are otherwise described. And they 
that wrest the scriptures from so plain a 





solam known. ‘The expression, “ the 


meaning, for the purpose of scandalizing 
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and slandering the Universalists, produce 
an incontestible evidence of their depravity 
of heart, and the latent gall of bitterness 
therein contained. 

The words, giving heed to seducing spi- 
rits and doctrines of devils, are particularly 
selected by our enemies: then let us in- 
quire what it is. 

1. Is the restitution of all things this doc- 
trine of devils, of which God hath spoken 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets since 
the world began ? 

2. Is it the finishing of sin, and putting 
an end to transgression, aad the bringing in 
of everlasting righteousness, that is the doc- 
trines of devils? 

3. Oris it that there hall be no more 
curse, pain or sorrow ; but the end of the 
law, or commandment shail be obtained, 
which is charity out of a pure heart, that 
God may be all, in all? Is this the doctrines 
of devils ? 

Let us consider the first statement, i. e. 
whether the restitution of all things is this 
doctrine of devils. 

But if, on examination, it should be found 
to be of God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost; may all further blasphemy be pre- 
vented for Christ’s sake. 

The plan, or foundation of Universal 
Salvation was laid in heaven, by God him- 
self ; and the Son commissioned with pow- 
er to accomplish the same; ai. that he ac- 
tually came down, not to conderin. the 
world but to save the world. And that he 
verily gave his life a ramsom for all the 
world: Tasting death for every man, be- 
cause he is the head of every man: These 
things are provable by the words of God.— 
And that God is in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself. And shall faith in the 
work; andin the doctrine of its accom- 
plishment be from hell ! 

If satan propagates the doctrine of his 
own destruction and that of his kingdom ; 
he is too big a fool any longer to be a devil, 
for the doctrine itself would sap his king- 
dom and prove his destruction. Now let 
us turn the case right about, so that those 
who have the least remains of mental vision, 
must see in spite of all their prejudices,— 
That if we should teach that Christ hath an 
enemy who is stronger thanhe, and that 
would destroy him and his kingdom, and 
take his subjects from him, would not all 
say, and that justly, that we were enemies 
to the cause and kingdom of Jesus Christ ? 
And who by hard winking ; or willful dull 
thinking, but what must see that the obser- 
vation is not true, nor applicable both ways ? 


But the citizens of Babylon having their 
language confounded—thus they say. Uni- 
versalists are friends to the devil—therefore 
teach that he an’' kingdom shall be des- 
troyed. Univ.- «ists are in love with 
wickedness—therefore they teach the des- 
truction of sin. UJniversalists are enemies 
to Christ: hence they teach that all shall 
finally submit to him in love and obedience. 
Thus contradictory and absurd are their 
communications and yet they perceive it 
not. May the cry soon be heard of Baby- 
lon is fallen, is fallen, and a pure language 
be turned to the people. 

Let us now examine the 2d query. Is it 
the finishing of sin, and puttiag an end to 
transgression and the bringing in of ever- 
lasting righteousness, that is the doctrine of 
devils? Ifsin is the devil’s element would 
he teach its annihilation and end. If trans- 
gression is the strength of his kingdom, and 
that by which his subjects are holden, would 
he teach them to look for his destruction ? 
And for the reign of righteousness which 
he abhors. And do you still extol his 
subtilty and cunning ? 

fs it the doctrines of devils that there 
shall be no more pain, sorrow nor cry- 
ing ? And pray, how comes it to pass that 
there is so much of what you call doctrines 
of devils intermixed with what you suppose 
to be the gospel, or good news to all people, 
i. e. the eternal damnation and punishment 
of the chief part of mankind. 





If the doctrine of Universal salvation is 
hellish and damnable; doth not this di- 
rectly imply that the doctrine of universal 
damnation, is heavenly and salvable: But 
if both of those doctrines are damnable, can 
we take a proportion of each and compound 
one that is whosesome, salvable and ortho- 
dox? You think that we can, and that the 
proportion is about oe to ten—that is, one 
of salvation, and nine parts to damnation 
and endless torments is the doctrine of di- 
vine original, springing from infinite good- 
ness, and is that which almighty power will 
accomplish. - 

It is a duty enjoyed upon us to be co- 
workers together with God and to try the 
spirits. Now if this doctrine is of God and 
according to his will, the spirit which help- 
eth our infirmities will aid and assist in 
praying for its accomplishment. Let the 
attempt be made. 

O Lord assist us to be co-workers togeth- 
er with thee in bringing aboutg@iy divine 


damnation and endless tor’ .c of niné 





tenths of the human race. ( : .ut that glo- 


purposes of infinite goodness i » \1e eternal - 
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rious day may come, when thou wilt pour 
out the scalding drops of thy wrath and 
vengeance upon the multitudes of mankind, 
and prepare our hearts to joy and rejoice 
in beholding the smoke of their torment as- 
cending up throughout the endless years of 
their own existence. 

And who but devils could join in such a 
petition as this! And yet, it is the exact 
portrait of your faith, and its final result.— 
And have you a faith for which no holy be- 
ing can pray for its accomplishment? ‘Then 
you would do well to inquire into its origin 
and if you have hitherto thought it to be 
from heaven—you have great reason to sus- 
pect that you was deceived in the direction 
from whence it came. 


Now let us kneel before the throne of 
grace, and in conformity to the dictates of 


the Holy Ghost, who maketh intercession 
for the saints according to the will of God. 
Let as many as can—unite and say—We 
pray thee O Lord, that thou wouldst help 
us to be co-workers together with thee in 
spreading the glorious truths of the gospel, 
and that we may be enabled to reform our 
ways, that we may lead quiet and peacea- 
ble lives in all godliness and honesty ; for 
thou hast told us that this is good and ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, for thou wilt have all 
men to be saved and come tothe knowledge 
of the truth : And may this appear good in 
our sight, also that we may join with all 
men every where, lifting up holy hands 
without wrath or doubting, that this thy 
will and pleasure shall be accomplished in 
due time, and all be brought in love and o- 


bedience, to join in one general anthem of 
b 


praise to him that sittcth on the throne and 
unto the lamb forever and ever. Amen.— 
And what saint on earth, or holy being in 
heaven but what would subjoin his most 
hearty and solemn amen? And why ? It is 
because the prayer is according to the will 
of God. And the reason why a holy being 
cannot join in a prayer made according to 
your Saith, is because it is blasphemous, and 
contrary to the will of God. Consequently 
a faith in that doctrine never could come 
from above, because it is partial, and inimi- 
cal to universal holiness and happiness.—- 
And therefore it is, that we both labor and 
suffer reproach ; because we trust in the liv- 
ing God, who is the Saviour of all men, spe- 
cially of those that believe. For they that be- 
lieve have the immediate and special salva- 
tion of entering into rest, having that hope, 
which like an anchor both sure and stead- 
fast entereth into that within the vail. 
5. M. ROSE. 








Vo the Rev. M. P. Squier, of uffulo. 

Sir—k inding, after the six application; 
which I have made to you for informati “* 
upon the subject of the sermon you an. 
ed on the 12th of Oct. last, that ho will 
not give me the explanation which wil] me 
able me to think with you, I deem it sea 
cessary longer to importune yoy : 
subject—this, dudsetes will be we, - 
peal. “5 

So far as I know myself, Sir, the several 
applications I have :»: ¢¢ for information 
were all dictated by a sincere desire to 
learn whether your opinion or mine mm 
correct ; and they were all written without 
the least disafiection towards yon. as a citi- 
zen andaman. Why have you refused 
fur three months, to answer me, and satisfy 
my doubts, must be better known to your. 
self than to me $ and probably public Opin- 
ion has done vou no injustice by the Mo 
ion it has made that you have ciscovered 
GQUuicultles mM your 
ble which did not, before I wrote you, pre- 
sent themselves, and which now prevents 
your replying to my questions. 

I now take my leave of you, and of the 
subject which has so long employed my 
pen. Should my several letters to you 
prove the means of leading either of us toa 
more careful examination of the scriptures 
in general, or of the parable of the wheat 
and tares in particular, f shall feel, atleast, 
partially rewarded for the labor they have 
cost me in penning. : 

lam, sir, yours &c. 

Buffalo, Jan. 9, 1824. 


From the Christian Intellicencer. 


anplication of the para. 


i. 


“ REMEMBER THE POOR.” 


It will be eratifving to the friends of the 
suffering poor, to learn that means are de- 
vised and societies instituted for the amel- 
ioration oftheir condition, in addition to 
the liberal and merciful provisions usually 
made by our public guardians.—There 
may be some, however, who may entertain 
unfavorable views cf Charitable Associa- 
tions, on account of the frequent misappro- 
priation of their funds, and the ostentation 
which sometimes, accompanies those deeds, 
that should be performed with the greatest 
humility ; “ not knowing what evil may 
come upon the earth,” or how soon the lib- 
eral almoners, may need the alms of others. 
Indeed it may be a serious question with 
many, whether there is not, on the whole, 
a diminution of charitable conferments, in 
those vicinities where such societies are or- 
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ganized, and announced to the public.—As 
less attention is paid to the destitute and 
poor, by individuals generally, than would 
be, if they had no legal retreat, or asylum, 
to which they might seasonably repair, it is 
thought that institutions devoted to singu- 
lar munificence, would have a similar effect 
and increase individual apathy, to the det- 
riment of those, whose conditions should 
hold a conspicuous place in our affections 
and sympathies. ‘The question, it is true, 
admits of plausible arguments on both sides, 
But it is ioo late in the season for theory 
and discussion. We should take it for 
granted that no general and invariable rule 
for liberal distributions, can be adopted.— 
Men are so differently constituted that,what 
would gratify. the benevolent feelings of 
one, might be equally unpleasant to anoth- 

r. In some cases, perhaps, little woutd be 
dene without considerable form and parade; 
while others, equally as munificent, would 
shrink from any thing like ostentation, and 
communicate their favors through secret 
and unseen channels. Possessing such dif- 
ferent temperaments, how pleasant it is,that 
every generous disposition may be grati- 
fied, and receive a corresponding reward. 
But suffer us to exhort you,charitable read- 
er, that you cautiously avoid two errors, to 
which many are exposed. First, do not 


pause fo theorize concerning the most prop- 
er method of being ehavitable, till the poor, 


storm-beaten sufferer falls to the north or 
the south, there to be, till he awakes in the 
resurrection morn; and, secondly, never 
neglect individual munificence, with the 
pretence, that Charitable Associations are 
obligated to grant relief. Either bestow with 
cheerfulness, or unite yourself with such a 
Society, that you may be also obligated,to 
perform a reasonable duty. 

It is neither avarice nor present necessi- 
ty that dictates these remarks. Comforta- 
bly situated in our homely dwelling, we are 
constrained to remember others. 

Even while we write, the boisterous and 
protracted storm awakens in t'.> heart, a 
thousand tender anxicties. The tempestu- 
ous atmosphere is thick with snow, and 
with it, the winds are raising hillocks of un- 
usual height. ‘The agitated and restless 
billows of the ocean, break upon the rocky 
shore, with noise and violence. The piti- 
ful condition of many, exposed to the un- 
timely inclemencies of winter, rushes upon 
the mind, and their sad complaints, and 
groans, and sufierings seem to be echoed 
and re-echoed by the deep and varying 
wurmurs of the storm. Who knows but 








that this may be the dread moment, when 
many a tempest-tost son of the ocean, may 
strike on some fatal rock—be driven upon 
the threatening beach, or sink beneath a 
monntain-wave ? Some may be dashed to 
atoms ina moment—others may languish 
for days or weeks and perish at last, while 
not a few are turned topsy-turvy and drink 
a sudden death in the briny deep. 

The Omniscient only knows, how many 
heart-rent, agonizing females, who may be 
now perambulating their comfortless habi- 
tations, as though traversing the wave-beat- 
en shore, to descry the approach of their 
kindest friends, may be deprived of them, 
and of their earthly support and joy, before 
another sun shall rise ; how many helpless, 
unprotected children may be left fartherless 
and destitute ; or, how many parents,aged, 
infirm and dependent on filial kindness, 
may this night, bury, ina watery grave, the 
sons on whom they had leaned, as upon a 
staff of life. Or even, if their precious lives 
are preserved, their earthly substance may 
be committed to the deep, and lost irrevoca- 
bly. And these are but solitary instances 
of human suffering. 

Our motives are neither mercenary nor 
selfish, in desiring to utter the language of 
distress ; in sounding abroad the mariner’s 
dying prayers in behalf of his wife and lit- 
tle ones. With the tremulous voice of age 
and the suppliant look of helpless infancy, 
we beg you—to remewber the poor. 

May those, whose habitations and sub- 
stances have been hurried to destruction on 
wings of fire, and all, who by sickness or 
misfortune have been reduced to want, be 
remembered by charitable individuals and 
Associations. And that He whe controls 
the elements as the servants of his pleasure, 
would be pleased to preserve the lives and 
property of our friends, is the earnest pray- 
er, of the friend of all men. 





From the Religious Inquirer. 
CALVINISTIC HOPE. 

A certain zealous young clergyman, re« 
cently ina sermon, informed the members 
of his church, that there were many in hell, 
that once had as good hopes of salvation, 
as they themselves now had. If this gen- 
tleman was correct in his statement, of 
what use is this boasted christian hope.— 
Calvinists will not allow a person to have 
a hope unless they have passed through the 
great work of conviction and conversion, 
and have joined the church ; and it is fre- 
quently the case that we hear church mem- 
bers boasting of their expectations of going 
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to Heaven, while others are destined to hell. 
How, if others,who have been church mem- 
bers, and who possessed as good a hope as 
those now living, are in hell and will re- 
main there to all eternity, of what use is it 
to pass through all these trials of mind, be 
converted and join the church, if after alla 
person may be damned. This is surely 
holding out good encouragement to a per- 
gon to forsake all the pleasures and enjoy- 
ments of this life, and totravel the dark and 
dreary path religion 7s said to mark out, 
when after all his sacrifices, his change of 
heart, his church membership and his hopes 
he may be lost forever. We should sup- 

ose that a man wishing to produce a _ revi- 
val, would hold out some brighter prospects, 
something more enticing, and encouraying. 
At least grant that the hopes of his hearers 
may be realized, and all their labors meet 
with some little reward, so that they may 
be better off than those who have never em- 
braced religion. 





From the Christian Intelligencer. 
FORMING CHARACTERS FOR ETERNITY. 
Among the various denominations of 
christians, professing a belief in the endless 
sufferings of some of the human family, 
there are few general assertions more fre- 
quently uttered, than that “ we are all form- 
ing characters for eternity 3” by which I 
suppose they mean, that jast as our charac- 
ters are in this world, such they will remain, 
without alteration forever and ever. Now 
it is not my present object to refute that no- 
tion, but to propose a few queries for the 
consideration of those who make the asser- 
tion, thatthey may apprehend the conse- 
quences which it involves. 

ifitbetrue that men will sustain the 
same character, in the future as in the pres- 
ent life, and that without a possibility of 
change, how will it be with our Calvinist 
neighbors, who, say in their solemn pray- 
ers, that they are guilty, hell-deserving sin- 
ners, and sin continually against a God of 
infinite purity and holiness, in word, tho’t 
and deed ? What shall we conclude will be 
ve fate of such as confess themselves guilty 
of all the sins which others can enumerate? 
Now if such people are forming characters 
for enternity, will they not eternally re- 
main just as sinful aud guilty as they are 
now ¢ 

These people profess to believe, that in 
this life, the best of men are unable to obey 
the perfectly holy law of God; and that 
this inability is infinitely criminal. Accor- 


cing to the above assertion, then, they will 





———— 


possess the same character to eternity ; 
therefore, they will be infinitely criminal to 
eternity ! 

Another theme on which such professors 
harp with seeming sincerity and earnest. 
néss, is, that every man will fare, in the e- 
ternal world, just{according to the character 
which he forms in this ; and comparing it 
with the above, to what does it amount.but 
that every Calvinist at least,will be infinite- 
ly sinful, criminal, and miserable to eterni- 
ty P 

To avoid this conclusion, they must ei- 
ther deny that their character is so bad as 
they frequently assert, and alter their pray- 
ers (a difficult task for some of them) or ack- 
nowledge they are not forming characters 
for eternity, or devise some scheme by 
which such guilty sinners can be blessed, 
and yet retain their tisne-comsticuted charac- 
ter. 

From the Litchfield ( Ct.) Am. Eagle. 

We must this week lay aside every weigh 
and the wheels that so easily beset us, and 
attempt to show Aow the clergy came by 
the monied and moral power they now pos- 
sess. 

But it may be best to inquire what power, 
what influence they do actually possess.— 
And it is believed that by way of general 
remark, it may be said, and assumed asa 
fact, that they, to say nothing of the tunds 
already acquired, now hold in their teeth 
the heart-strings, and in their fingers the 
purse-strings of seven or eight millions of 
people—of more than half the number of 
every man, woman and child in America! 
And what is still more, they have arrayed 
this immense mora! power, together with 
that power of powers, the press, against the 
other portion of the population, to bring by 
enticement, persuasion, interest, or denunci- 
ation, the heart-strings and the purse-strings, 
of this other portion, into the same clerical 
keeping. An array of mental effort, of 
mental forces, for the collection of money, 
of accumulation furds, never before in op- 


eration, concentratd to a single object, in 


any kingdom or empire since the mother of 
mankind plucked the apple in the garden, 
where man and his empire began. Sucha 
command of such a number of free wills— 
such a command ef such a “ wilderness of 
free minds,” directed toa single object, and 
that object in no way concerned in the tem- 
poral welfare or safety of a single one of 
them, was never before wielded to a single 
point, in any age, or in any nation. 

Over the whole surface of America, from 
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